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College Helps State Prepare Veterinarians as First Responders in Animal 
Disease Outbreak____________ - ________________________  ^ _______________
,by Julia Foster Gawley .
2 3  ith millions of international 
travelers passing through 
O’Hare Airport in Chicago each 
year, Illinois agriculture is espe­
cially vulnerable to the introduc­
tion of a h igh ly contagious 
foreign animal disease, whether 
v accidentally or as a deliberate act 
of bioterrorism. Experts -say the 
economic impact of such an 
outbreak could easily run into 
the billions of dollars nationally.
Worse yet, some diseases affect­
ing the animal population have 
zoonotic potential— that is, 
could be passed to humans.
Since 1998 the Illinois Department of 
Agriculture (IDA) has been developing and 
refining an emergency response plan in the 
event of a foreign animal disease outbreak. 
Both the devastating foot and mouth dis­
ease outbreak in the United Kingdom in early 
2001 and the terrorist attacks against the 
United States later that year have given this 
effort increased urgency.
Key players in the plan, veterinarians
would be on the frontlines of a foreign 
animal disease outbreak. 4
“Veterinarians have the train ing to 
recognize disease and the knowledge of 
where animals are located w ith in each 
county,” explains Dr. Larry Firkins, a vet­
erinary pathobiology faculty member and 
swine Extension veterinarian who helped 
develop the plan. “Because they are out'on 
the farms, veterinarians will encounter the 
disease more quickly than anyonevother than
the animal owners.”
The plan hinges on 
having a quick response. A 
quarantine would be put 
into effect for people and 
animals within perhaps a six- 
mile radius'of a suspected 
case of a foreign animal dis­
ease. If the disease is defini­
tively identified, and it is a 
highly contagious disease, 
such as foot and mouth dis­
ease, all susceptible animals 
on the property and perhaps 
adjoining properties may 
have to be humanely euthanized as soon as 
possible. Veterinarians would immediately 
visit all neighboring farms to detect whether 
the disease had spread.
Experts from the University of Illinois 
Veterinary Diagnostic Laboratory are develop­
ing the capacity to screen suspected cases on 
farms, using portable rapid-result equipment. 
If an outbreak occurs, this will speed the 
implementation of the plan.
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Patient Pain G ets V IP  Treatm ent at Teaching Hospital
Anesthesiologists Organizing Global Pain Management Academy
by Julia Foster Gawley
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0  very day in every veterinary practice, 
managing patients’ pain is a challenge. 
Anesthesio logists and acupuncturists, 
homeopathic practitioners and general vet­
erinary practitioners alike address this prob­
lem, and yet no definitive protocols for 
tteating pain have been established. What’s 
more, some treatments currently practiced 
lack scientific backing.
Drs. William Tranquilli and Kurt Grimm, 
anesthesiologists at the Veterinary Teaching 
Hospital, are trying to change that. Tackling 
the issue both globally and locally, they are 
working to create an international consor­
tium on pain management and at the same 
time coordinating the efforts of a diverse
group of clinical specialists within our hos­
pital to manage patients’ pain.
The need for cohesive pain management 
protocols has arisen because pets are living 
longer and medical technology is improv­
ing. A larger population of older pets means 
veterinarians treat more chronic conditions, 
such as cancer and osteoarthritis.
“As a referral hospital, we see older, sicker 
patients and perform more invasive surger­
ies,” explains Dr. Grimm. “Owners are ex­
pecting more, and we can offer more, but 
pain management becomes an important 
part of the treatment plan.”
At present, though, pain detection in vet­
erinary patients is more an art than a sci­
ence. “What we understand now about the
perception of paifi in animals is just the tip 
of the iceberg,” says Dr. Grimm. Judging 
from what is known about humans, it is be­
lieved that animals’ pain is individual and 
changes over time, depending on the envi­
ronment and on mental and physiological 
state. Behavior changes, though they are the 
best indicator of pain in veterinary patients, 
often vary.
Developments in veterinary pain manage­
ment parallel a trend in human medicine.
“There have been significant changes in 
pain management for humans in the last 
decade. In this area veterinary medicine is 
evolving at the same rate as human medi­
cine,” says Dr. Grimm.
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Taking O u r Show on the Road
D uring th e p a s t tw o y ea rs w e 
saw  both gu t-w ren ch in g  budgets 
cu ts an d fa r -r ea ch in g  i
p lann in g. I  f i n d  that listen in g  
is an inva luab le strategy, bu t 
now  w e n e ed  to also sp en d  tim e 
te llin g  ou r story
by Dr Herbert Whiteley
HJjhen I became dean two years ago, I felt 
strongly that a big part of my responsibility 
would be to listen to the ideas of students, 
faculty, staff, and stakeholders.
During the past two years we saw both 
gut-wrenching budget cuts and far-reaching 
planning. I find that listening is an invalu­
able strategy, but now we need to also spend 
time telling our story.
The process of identifying our key 
strengths and programs over the course of 
18 months as we crafted our strategic plan 
has generated exciting initiatives fois the 
future of our College. To mention just a few 
that have already begun, were exposing more 
veterinary students to career opportunities 
in biomedical research (see story page 4), em­
phasizing cross-disciplinary investigations 
with researchers outside our College, and 
forging new collaborations that will give us 
a greater presence in Chicago.
To h.elp us get our stories out, many of 
the leaders serving on the state advisory 
committee (whose members were named in 
this column last summer) will be hosting a 
contingent from our College at events to be 
held in their region of Illinois.
For example, we’ll meet with Dr. Tom 
Greiner (Iowa State ’65), owner of Oak Knoll 
Animal Hospital and current president of the 
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association.
Dr. Greiner will invite local veterinary prac­
titioners, state legislators, and others with an 
interest in how the College contributes to 
the state and the veterinary profession.
To effectively communicate the news of 
what goes on here, I intend to bring with 
me faculty members and students as well as 
College administrators. After all, the most 
important activities here happen in the class­
room, the clinic, and the laboratory.
I am especially pleased that we’ll be able 
to involve students because they are enthu­
siastic and articulate ambassadors to the pub­
lic. We are proud to have them represent the 
College at our exhibits at the state fairs, 
local schools, and professional meetings. 
Students sharpen their own leadership and 
networking skills when they are part of the 
team like this.
Yet as important as it is to raise aware­
ness about College activities, listening con­
tinues to be crucial. I consider these 
gatherings equally valuable as opportunities 
for us to learn what others need and are 
doing. By paying attention to our many 
constituents, we can adjust and improve our 
efforts in veterinary education, in clinical and 
production medicine research, and in other 
realms. We may learn of ongoing activities 
that would be a good fit with our goals 
and resources.
Sevefal of these gatherings with state 
advisory committee members and folks from 
their areas will be scheduled throughout this 
academic year. I look forward to the chance 
to promote our achievements and hear about 
the needs and activities of our constituents. 
I think our faculty and other leaders at the 
College will gain insight from interacting 
with members of key audiences. And I 
believe that as more decision makers in busi­
ness, government, and the profession learn 
about the valuable work and important 
resources we provide, support will follow.
Whether or not you’ll be attending one 
of these regional gatherings, I want to 
encourage you to take advantage of an eas ,^ 
electronic means of improving communica­
tions w ith  the C ollege o f V eterinary 
Medicine. In April we instituted a monthly 
electronic newsletter. Anyone with an email 
account can subscribe by sending a note to 
vetnews@cvm.uiuc.edu. Check out the 
archives o f past issues here: http:// 
www. cvm. uiuc.edu/advancement/.
Each issue contains an update from me 
as well as news from the V eterinary 
Teaching Hospital, a column on practice 
management, and links to practical resources 
for you and your clients. As always, I 
welcome your feedback. You can write to me 
at dean@cvm.uiuc.edu. ■
Small Animal C linic Lobby Makeover
From July to October the lobby of the Small Animal Clinic was closed for remodeling. During construction, a temporary lobby was set up 
outside the auditorium in the Large Animal Clinic (left photo). The renovated lobby (right photo) will ease problems in traffic flow for clients 
and staff and hpdate the general appearance and size of the waiting area. ■
/
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IThe College o f  V eterinary  M e d ic in e  acknow l­
edges its sponsors fo r the  support o f  these  
a lum ni and  student events: Alumni reception at 
the American Veterinary Medical Association 
conference; Alumni reception at the Central 
Veterinary Conference;Veterinary Student 
Orientation and Blue Coat Ceremony; Mentor/ 
Veterinary Student Pre-Game Event; Veterinary Job 
Fair; and Fall Conference Alumni Pre-Game Event.
Platinum Sponsors:
College ofVeterinary Medicine Achievement Fund 
Elanco Animal Health 
Hill’s Pet Nutrition, Inc.
Hill’s Student Feeding Committee 
Nestle Purina PetCare Company 
VC A  Animal Hospitals
Gold Sponsors:
Illinois State Veterinary Medical Association 
Merial
Pfizer Animal Health
Silver Sponsors:
Banfield.The Pet Hospital 
Novartis Animal Health 
University of Illinois Veterinary Medical Alumni 
Association 1
Bronze Sponsor:
Chicago Veterinary Medical Association 
Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association 
Kankakee Valley Veterinary Medical Association 
Northern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association
Pain M anagement continued from  pa ge 1
VIP Service
Within the Veterinary Teaching Hospi­
tal, this evolution has taken the form of 
monthly meetings that involve 10 to 15 cli­
nicians. Called the Veterinary Interdiscipli­
nary Pain Service, the group shares 
experiences in treating pain in patients.
“Our hospital has a good history of pain 
management,” notes Dr. Grimm, “but in the 
beginning we were all doing our own thing. 
We’re now trying to create a more compre­
hensive strategy for pain management, which 
is multidisciplinary and seamless through­
out the patients stay at the hospital. The goal 
is to constantly anticipate and assess pain in 
our patients.”
Contributing expertise from areas such 
3S radiology, orthopedics, ophthalmology, 
and oncology, each spetialist in the group 
brings a distinct viewpoint on the effects of 
pain in the patient.
For instance, J)r . Dianne Dunning, an 
orthopedic surgeon, may see pain as a func­
tional problem, resulting in lameness. Dr. 
Steven Marks, who specializes in internal 
medicine and critical care, is more concerned 
with pain interfering with the general well­
being of the patient. An anesthesiologist
.And T h e y ’re Off?Clinical Trial Tests Efficacy of Ear 
Cleaning
The dermatology section in the Small Ani­
mal Clinic is conducting a trial to determine 
whether twice weekly use of otic cleanser in 
dogs with recent or recurrent ear infections will 
decrease discomfort, , odor, and recurrence of 
bacterial and yeast infections.
Thirty dogs are sought for this 120-day 
trial. Owners will bring their dogs to the 
clinic at the start of the trial, twice 'the first 
month, and monthly thereafter, for a total 
of six visits.
Exclusions include dogs that have had or 
are scheduled for ear surgery, dogs that are 
taking an oral steroid or have received a ste­
roid injection in the previous 4 weeks, dogs 
with ear canal calcification or canal prolif­
erate n/stenosis, dogs that have had an ad­
verse reaction to ear medication or flush, and 
dogs with concurrent disease that may in­
terfere with the evaluation.
To find out more, call 217/244-9857. ■
More than 1,000 runners and dogs came out 
for the Fourth Annual Dog Jog put on by 
the Chicago Veterinary Medical Association 
on Sunday, September 21.
The race took place on C hicago ’s 
Lakefront at Montrose Harbor. Activities 
included a 5K run, mile walk, kids’ events,
and reception on a beautiful morning. Pro­
ceeds from the race benefit the Lifelink fund, 
which helps to cover the costs of 
veterinary care at the University of Illinois 
Veterinary Teaching Hospital for low- or 
fixed-incomej)et owners. ■
focuses on the pharmacodynamics involved 
with the perception of pain.
By pooling their knowledge, these spe­
cialists create a clearer, more comprehensive 
picture of pain in veterinary patients.
“The goal is to have a multi-doctor team 
managing every patient,” says Dr. Dunning. 
“A patient that comes in with an eye prob­
lem may see both an ophthalmologist, to fix 
the primary problem, and an anesthesiolo­
gist, to provide analgesia. Orthopedic prob­
lems may involve consultations with an 
orthopedic surgeon, a physical therapist, and 
an acupuncturist. This way, no aspect of pain 
management will be missed.”
Dr. Marks believes that the goal of the 
VIP service is to improve the well-being of 
the patient. At its core the service reinforces 
the human-animal bond.
“People relate to pain,” says Dr. M^rks, 
“and making comfort a priority for our pa­
tients legitim izes the im portance of 
that relationship.”
The VIP service will sponsor pain-related 
research too. Currently researchers are work­
ing to create a pain-scoring system that will 
provide some objectivity to assessing pain.
“Pain management is a high priofity of 
patient care,” notes Dr. Marks, “but only a 
few other universities arq looking at it with 
this multidisciplinary team mentality.”
Global Efforts
Beyond the confines of the College, Drs. 
Grimm and Tranquilli are working toward 
the development of a new International Vet­
erinary Academy of Pain Management. Still 
in its infancy, the academy aims to bring 
pain management to the forefront of veteri­
nary medicine.
“The academy will open up lines of com­
munication among different specialties, push 
for more research, and encourage the spread 
of information,” explains Dr. Tranquilli. “We 
want to serve as the parent organization that 
provides an appropriate level of administra­
tion and regulation to this issue, and per­
haps eventually develop a boarded specialty 
in pain management.”
Membership in the academy is open to 
any veterinarian who feels he or she has a 
stake in pain management, such as anesthe­
siologists, private practitioners, and certified 
acupuncturists.
“Our goal is to bring together this splin­
tered group of experts so we can exchange 
information, become a cohesive group, and 
push for more advancements in a variety of 
pain-related issues,” says Dr. Tranquilli. “We 
need to bring structure and a common voice 
to pain management and provide a scien­
tific rationale for our treatments.”
D r Kurt Grimm (left) and D r William Tranquilli 
confer on a case.
Setting our own hospital clinical stan­
dards for pain management will help meet 
the American Animal Hospital Association’s 
new pain management guidelines. Pain man­
agement obviously has medical benefits for 
the patient in addition to being a humane 
approach to patient care. Prolonged, un­
treated pain can inhibit recovery.
“Ultimately, the patient will benefit from 
better pain management,” says Dr. Grimm.*
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C Z R  S u m m er Program
by Lianne Carr
Experiences, Perspectives
/
Q h e  College’s Center for Zoonoses Re­
search (CZR) addresses worldwide issues of 
zoonotic infectious disease, as well as food 
safety, antibiotic resistance, and bioterrorism. 
Training new generations of top researchers
is an important strategy the center has 
chosen in pursuit of its mission.
This year, with support from the state 
Venture Technology funds, CZR inaugu­
rated the Veterinary Student Summer Train­
ing Program in Infectious Disease Research.
“This program was designed to make the 
students aware of what it takes to develop a
research project and conduct research, as well 
as to attract potential researchers,” says Dr. 
Uriel K itron, professor o f veterinary 
pathobiology and co-director of the CZR.
The program gave eight students a chance 
to experience other as­
pects of veterinary 
medicine last summer. 
“This program is a 
wonderful opportu­
nity, both for people 
who are unsure about 
the practice route and 
those who are inter­
ested in learning more 
about the other op­
tions available in vet­
erinary medidne.” 
The students in­
volved viewed the 
program in the same 
way: as a chance 
to gain new experience and to learn more 
about their profession.
“The CZR position offered the 
opportunity to experience a side of veteri­
nary medicine unrelated to a small animal 
hospital. We investigated veterinary patho­
gens, but we did so outside of a clinic s exam 
room,” says Jason Smith, class of 2005.
His classmate Rebe<fca Dieter adds, 
“Nearly all of my veterinary experience was 
gained in a practice setting. While I consider 
that work noble and rewarding, I was eager 
to explore other opportunities.”
First- and second-year veterinary students 
were selected on the basis of grades, a short 
application, and a letter of interest stating 
their objectives for the summer experience 
and how it relates to their long-term goals. 
Each student was matched with a CZR 
faculty member with compatible research 
interests.
During the program period—from May 
21 to August 20—students participated in 
laboratory- and field-based research experi­
ences. At an August 18 symposium (see story 
next page), each student submitted a written 
report and gave a poster presentation.
“The summer research proved highly pro­
ductive. Both the poster presentation and re­
search paper provided the chance for us to 
demonstrate our achievements and showcase 
our work to the faculty, staff, and others,” 
says Smith, who won the poster contest.
In addition to gaining skills in research 
development and presentation, in-depth 
learning about zoonotic disease, and experi­
encing new aspects of veterinary medicine, 
some students had the opportunity to travel.
Rebecca Dieter class of 2005, worked with veterinary pathobiology graduate 
students Manuel Roberto Cortinas and Evelin Paola Grijalva to survey wild 
mammals in iXHlhemArgentina for the agent that causes Chagas' disease.
search Topics
Luke Borst, Class of 2005; Mentor: Dr. 
Carol Maddox; A Quantitative Real-Time 
PCR Assay for the Detection of Pathogenic
Leptospira spp.
Tony Cappa, Class of 2006; Mentor: 
Dr. Uriel Kitron; D iurnal Patterns of 
Activity of Ixodes scapularis, the Tick ^ fector 
of Lyme Disease. y
Rebecca Dieter, Class o f2005; Mentor: Dr. 
Roberto Docampo; Functional complemen­
tation in yeast by a vacuolar ^-pyrophos­
phatase from Trypanosoma cruzi. Mentor: Dr. 
Uriel Kitron; Surveillance of Trypanosoma 
cruzi and Other Parasites in Sylvatic Mam­
mals in Northern Argentina.
Stacy Furgang, Class of2005; Mentors: Drs. 
Carol Maddox and Peter Constable; Effect 
of Abomasal pH <5n the Potential Suscepti­
bility of Dairy Calves to Infection by Myco­
bacterium avium  subsp. paratuberculosis.
William Love, Class of 2005; Mentor: Dr. 
Tony Goldberg; Transmission of an Emerg­
ing Iridovirus in Juvenile Largemouth Bass.
Marie Sienkewicz, Class of 2005; Mentor: 
Dr. Randy Singer; Dynamics of Antibiotic 
Resistance in Enteric Escherichia coli of Dairy 
Cattle Treated with Ceftiofur.
Dieter, paired with Dr. Kitron, spent four 
, weeks in northern Argentina, where she sur­
veyed wild mammals for Trypanosoma cruzi 
infection, collected and processed kissing 
bugs, and was introduced to the use of glo­
bal positioning and spatial analysis of data.
Of her fieldwork, Dieter says, “My trip to 
Argentina was a fantastic opportunity and an 
incredible experience. I worked with animal 
species with which I had no prior experience 
and I acquired tremendous knowledge and 
skills that are useful not only for working with 
those particular species, but any type of vet­
erinary work. I also developed a genuine ap­
preciation for the organization, technical skills, 
and dedication that is required to orchestrate 
a field research project of this size. If ever I 
have the time and opportunity to participate 
again, I would gladly take advantage.”
The first summer of the CZR training 
•program seems to have met or exceeded 
expectations. “The program was very 
successful. Both the students and faculty are 
feeling very excited about the future,” 
says Dr. Kitron. ■
Jason Smith, Class of 2005; Mentor: Dr. 
Lois Hoyer; Candida albicans ALS Gene 
Family Dynamics.
Amy Jo Wolf, Class of 2006; Mentor: Dr. 
Marilyn Ruiz; Spatial Analysis of Equine 
West Nile Virus Case Rates by County in 
Illinois in 2002 and Comparison with Land 
Cover Data. ■
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wDr. D^vid Huxsoll Speaks at C Z R  Program
Q  n August 18, the eight students partici­
pating in the CZR summ er tra in ing  
program presented their findings at a poster - 
session. Preceding the posters was a lecture 
by Dr. David L. Huxsoll (IL ’61) entitled 
“Bioweapons: An O ld Problem w ith 
New Concerns.”
From June 2000 to June 2003 Dr. 
Huxsoll served as director of the USDA's 
Plum Island Animal Disease Center. He is 
currently a professor of veterinary microbi­
ology at the Louisiana State JJn iversity  
School of Veterinary Medicine and a senior 
science advisor in the National Center for 
Biomedical Research and Training/Academy 
of Counter-Terrorist Education at LSU.
His long and varied military career in­
cludes many assignments at the Walter Reed 
Army Institute of Research; chief, Depart­
ment ofVeterinary Medicine, 9th U.S. Army 
Medical Laboratory, Vietnam; commander 
of the U.S. Army Medical Research Unit in 
Kuala Lumpur, Malaysia; research director
in the Headquarters, U.S. Army Medical 
Research and Development Command; and 
commander of the U. S. Army Medical Re­
search Institute of Infectious Diseases.
In 1990 he retired from the Army to join 
the faculty in the School of Veterinary 
Medicine, Louisiana State University, as as­
sociate dean for Research and Advanced 
Studies. He became interim dean in 1993 
and in 1995 was appointed dean, a position 
he held until April 1999, when he resigned 
to pursue other interests including teaching 
and research within the School ofVeterinary 
Medicine.
Dr. H uxsoll’s talk  explained that 
biosecurity must be a concern from farm to 
table. Agriculture is the largest industry in the 
United States, and the intentional introduc­
tion of foot and mouth disease or other highly 
contagious foreign animal diseases would have 
a devastating impact on the economy far be­
yond the agricultural industry. ■
From left, standing, Q r David Huxsoll,William Love,Jason Smith, Luke Borst, andTony Cappa; 
seated, Rebecca Dieter; Amy Jo Wolf, Marie Sienkewicz, and Stacy Furgang.
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How I Spent My Sum m er Vacation
Ten Weeks at Stanford
Absence epilepsy af­
fects 100,000 children 
per year and plagues 
researchers day-to-day.
Absence is a disease 
that causes researchers 
to rub their face and 
toss up their pens, as the pathogenesis of the 
disease is as unrecognized as the disease it­
self. While on a fellowship sponsored by the 
National Institutes of Health last summer, I 
too found myself presenting similar symp­
toms as I worked with John Huguenard and 
David Prince at Stanford University to de­
fine the pathogenesis of the disease.
The idiopathic disease is more character­
istically described as sporadic moments of 
behavioral arrest and spatial unawareness 
occurring unknowingly to the patient. These 
moments of unawareness are a typical mani­
festation of hypersynchronous brain activ­
ity and are termed an absence seizure. The 
thalamus, a major organizing center in the 
brain, was identified as the venue for absence 
seizures through previous studies by Profes­
sor Huguenard s lab. These studies, however, 
were performed in vitro. During my stay at 
Stanford, I worked w ith Professor 
Huguenard, Dr. Prince, and staff veterinar­
ians to establish an in vivo model to test the 
previous in vitro results. v
The project birthed new technology and 
galvanized classic scientific thought, while 
unexpected challenges spiked mpments of 
rapid creativity. And at the projects comple­
tion a novel mouse electroencephalogram was 
established and functional within the lab. Pre­
liminary data gained through the equipment 
support previous in vitro findings that the 
thalamus is responsible for absence seizures.
As we discovered, the transition to in vivo 
experiments presents a debilitating number 
of variables; however, such balanced studies 
are required to resolve present and future 
questions. While I become increasingly more 
asymptomatic of absence epilepsy, I remain 
extremely infected by its perplexity and 
plan to return to Stanford and further 
develop the technology in the coming 
months.—Kevin Lewis, Class o f2006
Ten Weeks at Cornell
This summer, I participated in Cornells 
Leadership Program for Veterinary Students 
with 26 other veterinary students frorh across 
the country and around the world (includ­
ing Australia, Canada, Germany, the Neth­
erlands, UK).
We spent 10 weeks in Ithaca, N.Y., work­
ing on individual research projects and group 
modules designed to develop leadership and 
critical-thinking skjlls. My project involved 
developing a cell culture assay to differenti­
ate virulent strains of Listeria monocytogenes, 
a food-borne pathogen affecting both ani­
mal and human health. Our group modules 
covered such diverse topics as the monkeypox 
outbreak, bioterrorism, and designing a 
novel drug for the treatment of canine 
osteoarthritis (my team utilized nanobio­
technology).
It was an unforgettable summer that not 
only gave me additional laboratory experi­
ence but introduced me to so many other 
veterinary students passionate about re­
search. Many thanks to all those here at the 
College who supported my tr ip .— 
Lyn Wancket, Class o f2006
a plan for designing and marketing a hypothetical 
drug for canine osteoarthritis.
' J
X A
5
Terrorist W arning Prom pts Q u ick Venue Change for Sum m er Veterinary Program
International Network o f Environmentalists Facilitates Shift from Kenya to Brazil
Envirovet participants, including DcVal Beasley (right, front) and William Dean, Class of 2005 (right, standing), pose in front of a Brazilian waterfall.
An elder from the Xavante tribe, which is partnering with a BraziT-based organization called ProFauha, 
explains the conservation efforts and concerns of his people to Envirovet participants.
□  leven days after the U.S. Department of 
State issued its May 16 warning against non- 
essential travel to Kenya due to increased se­
curity concerns, the Envirovet Summer 
Institute had •ulled together a replacement
Sloths were among the animals observed in Brazil.
itinerary in Brazil for the two-week “devel­
oping country” portion of the program.
Dr. Val Beasley, veterinary biosciences, is 
executive director of the 12-year-old Envirovet 
program. “It wouldn’t have been responsible 
to take participants to Kenya given the secu­
rity climate there,” he says. “A combination 
of strong ties within the international com­
munity of ecological scientists and happy co­
incidences enabled us to make rapid plans for 
an equally rich program in Brazil.”
The Envirovet program consists of six 
weeks of intensive lecture, laboratory, and 
field experiences in terrestrial and aquatic 
wildlife and ecosystem health in developed 
and developing country contexts. It seeks to 
prepare veterinarians, veterinary students, 
wildlife biologists, and other scientists to 
handle the transdisciplinary, cooperative 
work required for effective wildlife and eco­
system health research, management, and 
long-term problem solving.
Eighteen of the 23 participants enrolled 
had originally planned to go to Kenya, and 
of these all but one agreed to the change in 
plans. Participant Gonzalo Barquero, a 
graduate student in Animal Sciences at the 
University of Illinois, assisted in arranging 
tl>e shift to Brazil.
Barquero is a junior director of a Brazil- 
based organisation called ProFauna, which 
works with the government and indigenous
tribes whose cultures have revolved around 
hunting for thousands of years. By helping 
restock wildlife, such as peccaries, so that the 
prey base is abundant, multiple species of 
native wildlife and the entire ecosystem can 
recover. ProFauna agreed 
to be one Envirovet host 
this summer and worked 
with Dr. Beasley to de­
velop a program rich in 
locales, perspectives, and 
experts.
Conservation biologist 
Dr. Charlie Munn, for­
merly of the Bronx Zoo’s 
W ild life Conservation 
Society, also played a key 
role in “Envirovet Brazil.” 
Dr. Miinn is the founder 
ofTropical Nature, a U.S.- 
based nonprofit that con­
serves forested habitats 
essential for wild macaws, monkeys and other 
species through the planning and implemen­
tation of model ecotourism projects.
Working together, Beasley, Munn, and 
Barquero forged an impressive program fea­
turing lectures from experts in conservation 
programs at national parks and preserves, 
zoos, environmental institutes, and a model 
industrial wastewater treatment plant that
provides clean water for wetlands and the 
coastal environment to support large num­
bers of waterfowl as well as other species.
The, new itinerary for the developing 
country portion of the program incorporated 
four biomes in Brazil, including the semi- 
arid shrub land called Cerrado, wetlands of 
the Pantanal—one of the world’s most welfi 
known biodiversity “hotspots”—dry tropi- 
'cal forests, and tropical rainforest.
Like the Kenya trip it replaced, the Bra­
zil trip addressed issues of land and water
use, planning for wildlife and human needs, 
and effective conservation and conservation 
medicine. Among the wildlife species that 
the Envirovet group studied in Brazil were 
piranhas, Amazon River turtles, caimans, 
emus, toucans, macaws, capybaras, jaguars, 
other cats, and monkeys.
The first four weeks of the Envirovet pro­
gram were held in Florida and Georgia at 
W hite Oak Conservation C enter, St. 
Catherine’s Island, and Harbor Branch 
Oceanographic Institution as planned. ■
by Julia Foster Gawley
□  Dusty Nagy, clinical assistant profes­
sor of farm animal reproduction, medicine, 
and surgery, joined the College faculty in 
2000. She spends thd majority of her time 
seeing patients on the food animal service, 
treating beef and dairy cattle as well as sheep, 
goats, and llamas.
When not in the clinic, she is teaching 
ruminant health to veterinary students. She 
loves teaching, which she says is the main rea­
son she gravitated toward academia. “If s very
College Helps State Prepare continued from  page 1
The Illinois Emergency Animal Disease  ^
Response Plan has been annexed to the Illi­
nois state emergency operations plan to give 
officials authority to mobilize the massive 
resources of people, material, and money that 
would be needed to address the situation. The 
Illinois Emergency Management Agency 
(IEMA), which helped craft the plan, would 
play a critical role in directing the response.
Through a memorandum of understand­
ing with the IDA, the University of Illinois 
College of Veterinary Medicine has agreed 
to reassign veterinary faculty to the problem 
if an animal disease emergency is declared.
Earlier this year the IDA appropriated a 
Homeland Security grant to recruit and be­
gin training local veterinarians to detect and 
respond to an outbreak. A series of regional 
meetings helped raise awareness, give an 
overview of the emergency plan and incident 
command training, and review potential bio­
logical threats to the animal industry. Dr. 
Firkins, along with University of Illinois beef 
Extension veterinarian Dr. Gavin Meerdink 
and two other Illinois veterinarians,^attended 
a conference last January in Orlando, Fla., 
in which the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention prepared them to train the state’s 
practicing veterinarians on biological agents 
that could be used as weapons.
Dr. Firkins joined officials from IDA and 
IEMA to hold training meetings for Illinois 
veterinarians in Utica, Lena, Mt. Verpon, 
Jacksonville, and Galesburg. Veterinarians 
who attended the voluntary meetings formed 
a group called the First Responders Network,
gratifying seeing a student’s face light up when 
they understand something,” she says.
Dr. Nagy is also finishing a PhD in epi­
demiology from the University of Missouri, 
where she earned her masters degree and 
completed a residency in food animal medi­
cine, surgery, and production medicine. Her 
research on bovine leucosis virus is helping 
to develop rational control studies that will 
decrease the prevalence and culling rate, 
making U.S. cattle more marketable for ex­
port. The result could have a huge economic 
impact for seed stock producers and farmers 
that derive income from cattle exports.
“Currently 80 percent of Illinois^ dairy 
farms contain cattle that are sero-positive for 
BLV. Most cows will not develop true leuke­
mia from the virus, but approximately 5 per­
cent will develop cancer. Since susceptibility 
is partially genetic, the infection could be a
significant problem for some breed lines,” 
explains Dr. Nagy.
Additionally, cows that are sero-positive 
cannot be exported to countries that have 
eradicated the disease, such as Denmark. Dr. 
Nagy is working to develop better testing and 
control programs to identify those cows with 
persistently high lymphocyte counts, which 
indicates they may be more infectious. Her 
work may also have implications f6r a fu­
ture vaccine-against the virus, and may serve 
as a potential model for studying HIV.
A diplomate of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine, Dr. Nagy 
serves on the certifying examination com­
mittee. She has published papers on neona­
tal health and immunology and bovine 
leukemia virus in the Canadian Veterinary 
Journal and the Journal o f  the American Vet­
erinary Medical Association, among others.
now 145 members strong, and ready to iden­
tify and respond accordingly in case of an 
outbreak in Illinois.
“One-hundred percent of the veterinar­
ians who attended the meetings joined the 
network,” states Dr. Firkins. “Illinois veteri­
narians h^ve an excellent understanding 
about the seriousness of this issue and are 
committed to the effort.”
In October, veterinarians attending the 
College’s annual Fall Conference, had the 
opportunity to receive additional training in 
this area while receiving continuing educa­
tion credit.
“The goal of the training program is to 
re-educate veterinarians on foreign animal 
diseases they’ve never seen before, and pre­
pare them to respond if they suspect one,” 
says Dr. Firkins. Veterinarians who partici­
pate will receive emergency phone numbers 
for a 24-hour command and control unit. If 
they suspect a foreign animal disease, local 
veterinarians will report it to the federal vet­
erinarian, who will respond immediately.
The system can be implemented on a 
stand alone, short-term basis, which is im­
portant, because as Dr. Firkins states, “While 
still challenging, it will be much simpler to 
contain a disease on one farm, than if  it 
spreads to several. The importance of train­
ing local veterinarians to quickly identify the 
disease so the spread-can be stopped eannot 
be overestimated.”
A  R e p o rt on N o rth  and C e n tra l A m e r ic a n  B io secu rity
By D r Larry Firkins
On August 14 to 16, 2003, I attended the 
Development of a Bi-Continental Awareness 
Network for Livestock Security Risks-U.S., 
Mexico, Canada, Central America and the 
Caribbean Conference in Mexico City. What 
follows is information on the objective of the 
conference.
There were approximately 200 people 
that attended with relatively few individuals 
from the U.S. The majority were from 
Mexico and Central American countries. The 
conference was the first step in the develop­
ment of this awareness network more closely 
linking these countries.
Risks of devastating infecjtibus diseases of 
livestock are increasing from natural spread, 
from increased movements of both human 
and animal vectors, and from intentional
actions. The livestock industries of Canada, 
the United States, Mexico, the Caribbean, 
and Central America should be regarded as 
one large and highly vulnerable population. 
Risk factors and infectious agents observe no 
national boundaries.*Neither should our pre­
ventive programs.
Education of first responders and public 
sector organizations is needed to establish a 
knowledgeable populace and a culture based 
on prevention. A collaborative approach, in 
tefms of geography, expertise, resources, and 
roles, is required to accomplish this end. This 
collaboration must vertically integrate indi­
viduals from the grassroots to the political 
leadership. It must be developed quickly and 
it must be sustainable. It must become part 
of the usual way of doing business in mod-
Dr. Nagy is also busy at home, with two 
young children and her husband, Dr. Jesse 
Nagy, who is completing a residency in im- 
aging/radiation therapy. They enjoy family 
time, traveling, and photography. ■
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Even if veterinarians never have to test 
the system, the program is beneficial because 
it helps prevent the spread of domestic dis­
eases. “Making people aware of foreigh ani­
mal diseases makes them more vigilant in 
general,” explains Dr. Firkins. “They will be 
more likely to implement biosecurity mea­
sures and isolate new animals if  they are 
aware of the possibility of foreign animal 
diseases.”
The new programs are an important 
beginning to combat potential threats to 
Illinois agriculture. States Dr. Firkins, “This 
is an ongoing effort by all those involved to 
protect the vital resources the livestock 
industry represents to the state of Illinois.’ ^
ern production, commerce and government.
This conference was a product of these 
needs. The conference was designed to iden­
tify critical issues of transboundary, emerg­
ing, and bioterrorist animal diseases and to 
accomplish the following objectives:
1. Assess veterinary educational needs of 
stakeholders threatened by infectious diseases.
2. Begin development of a common 
inform ation base across the anim al 
production industries.
3. Compile a consensus document of 
critical issues related to livestock security for 
the region.
4. Create an agenda for action to address 
these critical issues. ■
Dr. Leanne Alworth, veterinary clinical 
medicine, recently became a diplomate 
in the American College of Laboratory 
Animal Medicine.
Dr. John Angus, resident in veterinary clini­
cal medicine, completed the examination and 
certification to become a dipfomate in the 
American College of Veterinary Dermatology.
Dr. Cassandra Brown, resident in veteri­
nary clinical medicine, passed the general ex­
amination of the American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine.
Dr. Peter Constable, veterinary clinical 
medicine, spoke on calf diarrhea at the 5 th 
Congresso Nazionale M ultisala SIVAR 
(Ita li^  Veterinary Society for Production 
Animals) in Cremona, Italy, in May. Irtjune 
he spoke at the 21st American College of 
Veterinary Internal Medicine Conference in 
Charlotte, N.C., and at the Gordon Research 
Conference on Mycotoxins and Phycotoxins 
at Colby College in Waterville, Maine.
Deneen Cordell, small animal anesthesia 
technician , lectured in August on 
perioperative pain management and com­
mon local blocks and supervised a 3-hour 
wet lab to 40 veterinarians, assistants, and 
technicians at Joliet Junior College. Her pre­
sentation was sponsored by the Companion 
Animal Pain Management Consortium at 
the teaching hospital and Pfizer.
Dr. Roberto Docampo, veterinary 
pathobiology, made a number of presenta­
tions in Brazil last summer, including at the 
Federal University of Rio de Janeiro; Uni­
versity of Santa Ursula, Rio de Janeiro; State 
University of Campinas; and University of 
Sao Paulo, Ribeirao Preto; and culminating 
with an invited presentation at the 4th Con­
gress in Pharmaceutical Sciences.
He also received the 2003 Medical Scholar 
Program Advisor of the Year Award from the 
Medical Scholar Program of the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign. The award 
recognizes those faculty mentors making ex­
emplary contributions to the graduate and 
medical education of the MSP students.
His laboratory’s findings on the presence 
of acidocalcisomes in bacteria, published this 
year in the Journal o f  Biological Chemistry, were 
noted prominently in Nature, Science, New 
Scientist, and many lay media publications.
Dr. Paul Gerding, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, gave eight presentations on ophthal­
mology topics at the Central Veterinary 
Conference in Kansas City in August.
Dr. Tony Goldberg, veterinary path­
obiology, was featured on two Earthwatch 
Radio segments that aired on NPR stations 
nationwide on largemouth bass virus and 
other emerging infectious diseases.
Dr. Luis F. P. Gondim, graduate student in 
veterinary pathobiology, was invited to speak 
at the 78th Annual Meeting of the Ameri­
can Society of Parasitologists in Halifax, 
Canada on “The Enigma of the Neospora 
caninum  Oocyst.”
Dr. Wanda Haschek-Hock, veterinary 
pathobiology, presented the keynote address, 
entitled “Toxicologic Pathology in the 21st 
Century,” at the Australian Society of Vet­
erinary Pathology Annual M eeting, in 
Menangle, New South Wales, in April. She 
also gave an invited presentation on toxicity
V
Oncology Service Activities
Members of the oncology service in the Veterinary Teaching Hospital have been very activ^. 
Pursuing diplomate status in the Americas College of Veterinary Internal Medicine, Dr. Amy 
Wiedemann recently passed the general examination and Drs. Sarah Charney and Louis- 
Philippe de Lorimier passed the oncology certifying examination.
In July Drs. Charney, de Lorimier, and Tim Fan along with client counselor 
specialist Elizabeth Kennedy presented four hours of information on oncology and 
grief to animal owners at the Anti-Cruelty Society in Chicago.
In September Drs. de Lorimier and Fan presented updates in medical oncology at a 
meeting of the Eastern Illinois Veterinary Medical Association in Champaign.
Also in September, there were 12 presentations from representatives of the College at 
the annual meeting of the Veterinary Cancer Society, held in Madison, Wis. Presenting 
were faculty members Drs. Charney, de Lorimier, Fan, and Christine Warzee and post­
doctoral research associate Dr. Wiedemann from veterinary clinical medicine; Drs. Anne 
Barger and Ted Valli from veterinary pathobiology; and residents Drs. Lynda Beaver, 
Melissa Endicott, David Heller, Hugues Lacoste, and Carlos Souza.
In October the oncology group had a presence at the Pug Party in Chicago and the 
Annual Medallion Rottweiler Meeting in Wheaton.
Drs. Louis-Philippe de Lorimier, Hugues Lacoste, Sarah Charney, Geoffrey Hutchinson, and Melissa 
Endicott plugged teaching hospital services at the Pug Party on October 4 in Chicago.
in the respiratory system at the meeting. 
In June she was honored for contributing to 
the membership growth of the Society of 
Toxicologic Pathology.
Dr. Rex Hess, veterinary biosciences, was 
an invited speaker at the 28th Annual Meet­
ing of the American Society of Andrology, 
held in Phoenix, Ariz., in March. In April 
he was an invited speaker at the Institute of 
Biological Sciences, Federal University, Belo 
Horizonte, Brazil, and the International 
Congress on Biology of Reproduction 2003, 
Ribeirao Preto, Sao Paulo, Brazil.
He was also asked to publish'a review ar­
ticle in the online journal Reproductive Biol­
ogy and Endocrinology.
Kanjana Imsilp, veterinary biosciences, re­
ceived a student scholarship to attend Di­
oxin 2003, a conference held in Boston, 
Mass., in August. He gave two presentations 
and served as co-chair of the ecotoxicology 
session at the m eeting. In M arch he 
presented a poster at the 42nd Society of 
Toxicology Annual Meeting held in Salt 
Lake City, Utah.
, : : J  f  *
Dr. Gary Iwamoto, veterinary b io­
sciences, was the adviser to kinesiology 
graduate students Brian Ragan and Amanda 
Nelson, who won the doctoral and master’s 
poster competitions, respectively, at the 
annual meeting of the National Athletic 
Trainers’ Association in St. Louis in June. 
O nly,five entries for each category are 
selected from all poster submissions to be 
judged. It was an unusual feat for one uni­
versity to bring home both awards.
Efr. Steven Marks, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, was an invited speaker at the Interna­
tional Veterinary Emergency and Critical 
Care Society Meeting in September. Other 
College clinicians presenting at that meet­
ing were Drs. Marc Raffe, Jennifer Rob­
erts, and Sheila McCullough.
Also in September Dr. Marks was an in­
vited speaker at Purdue University’s Veteri­
nary Fall Conference. He has been appointed 
co-chair of American Animal Hospital As­
sociation Annual Meeting Planning Com­
mittee, chair of the Credentials Task Force 
of the American College of Veterinary In­
ternal Medicine, and member of the board 
of directors of the Orpheum Children’s Sci­
ence Museum in Champaign, 111.
Dr. Christine Merle, Office of Public En­
gagement, presented a seminar on staff ben­
efits and compensation at the annual meeting 
of the Veterinary Hospital Management As­
sociation in Chicago in October.
Dr. Carla Morrow, doctoral student in vet­
erinary biosciences, successfully passed the 
certifying examination to become a diplomate 
of the American Board of Veterinary Toxi­
cology. Dr. Morrow is the first to complete 
the recently rejuvenated Veterinary Toxicol­
ogy Residency Program under the direction 
of Dr. Petra Volmer, assistant professor.
In June Dr. Morrow and fellow toxicol­
ogy residents Camilla Lieske and Tina 
Merola, along with Dr. Volmer, hosted a tour 
of the poisonous plant garden for 4-H live­
stock project members, at the request of the 
Champaign County Cooperative Extension.
Dr. Tanasa Osborne and Gaurav Tyagi,
doctoral students in veterinary pathobiology, 
received travel award* to attend and present 
posters at the Society of Toxicologic Pathol­
ogy Annual M eeting held in June in 
Savannah, Georgia.
Dr. Robert Prosek, resident in veterinary 
clinical medicine, passed the general exami- 1 
nation of the American College of Veteri­
nary Internal Medicine.
Dr. Susan L. Schantz, veterinary bio­
sciences, gave invited talks at the European 
Teratology Society meeting held in Elsinore, 
Denmark, in September and at the Dioxin 
2003 International meeting held in Boston 
in August. She was also invited to serve on 
the National Academy of Sciences Commit­
tee on Perchlorate Exposure.
Dr. Cliff Shipley, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, played an important role in the discov­
ery of a gray wolf in central Illinois. He 
examined the wolf in the Veterinary Teach­
ing Hospital, obtained appropriate samples 
to confirm its identity, and pursued docu­
mentation when a number of other experts 
did not believe it.
Dr. Deoki Tripathy, veterinary 
pathobiology, received the 2003 Phibro Ani­
mal Health Excellence in Poultry Research 
-Award from the American Association of 
Avian Pathologists in recognition of sus­
tained excellence in poultry research.
He also served as one of the moderators at 
the combined meeting of the AAAP and the
World Veterinary Poultry Association held in 
Denver during the American Veterinary 
Medical Association Annual Convention.
In July he was an invited speaker on 
genetically modified vaccines at the 3rd In­
ternational Veterinary Vaccines Conference, 
held at the University of Guelph, Canada.
Dr. Fred Troutt, veterinary clinical medi­
cine, was appointed by the Executive Board 
of the American Veterinary Medical Asso­
ciation to serve on the newly established 
AVMA Strategic Planning Committee.
Dr. Robert Twardock, professor emeritus of 
veterinary biosciences, is one of four editors 
of Equine Scintigraphy, a new textbook from 
the publishers of Equine Veterinary Journal, 
that is the firs; ever devoted entirely to this 
top ic, d t covers the basic science of 
radiopharmaceuticals and scintigraphy in the 
horse, including sections on how to conduct 
examinations and interpret images, an atlas 
of normal and abnormal patterns of uptake, 
and chapters devoted to Thoroughbreds, 
Standardbreds, etc. For more information, 
visit the publishers Web site: www.evj.co.uk.-
V e te r in a ry  S tu d e n t N ew s
Jason Bleedorn, Class of 2005, completed 
a summer internship project for Pfizer Labo- 
ratories-Ann Arbor this summer. At the end 
of the internship he presented a poster on 
morphometric analysis of kidney hyperten­
sive damage in mice.
Students Thank Hill’s
It’s Not Just a Service Experience, It’s an Adoption! Six students on the Arizona 
RAVS trip found lifetime companions in the clinics. Pictured here from the Class of 2005' 
at Illinois are Elysia Schaefer and Amanda Daum, second and third from left, and Sara 
f  iocchi and Rachel Beard, at right.The other adopters are veterinary students from Penn.
Eighteen University of Illinois veteri­
nary students from the Classes of 2005 
and 2006 volunteered their time to the 
Rural Area Veterinary Services trip, 
August 17 to 24. As part of a team of 42 
volunteers under the direction of Dr. Eric 
Davisvthe team worked in communities 
on the White Mountain and San Carlos 
Apache reservations in eastern Arizona.
Through the help of student and 
veterinary staff volunteers, the Humane 
Society of the United States Rural Afea
V eterinary Services provides, free, 
convenient, quality veterinary services to 
animals in economically disadvantaged 
communities. These trips also provide ex­
cellent training for veterinary students. 
Under the supervision of veterinarians 
and technicians, students perform sur­
geries, monitor anesthesia, and recover 
animals, among other tasks. They would 
like to thank the Hill’s Student Feeding 
Committee for support on this excellent 
learning experience.—Sara C. Fiocchi, 
Clasi o f2005
Research Projects Funded between May I and 
July 31,2003
Dana Marsh, Class of 2006, was chosen as 
one of 15 new Ballard Students serving as 
Morris Animal Foundation representatives 
at 31 North American veterinary colleges. 
During her two-year term she will educate 
Illinois veterinary students and faculty about 
the Foundations work through presenta­
tions, bulletin boards and exhibits at school- 
sponsored events.
Romanie W alter, Class of 2005, was 
invited to speak at the 2003 Fall Conference 
of the Student Chapter of the American 
Association of Equine Practitioners at Kan­
sas State University. She presented her phi­
losophy of business education for veterinary 
students and described the Veterinary Prac­
tice Builders A ssociation, which she 
co-founded at Illinois. Walter also co-chaired 
the SAVMA Economic Symposium held at 
Illinois October 17 and 18. ■
r  '  /
G EN ERA L
Bagchi IC. National Institutes o f  Health (NIH), $309,825, 
Role of Progesterone-Regulated Genes in Early Pregnancy
Beasley VR. Geraldine Dodge Foundation, Inc., $50,000 
(renewal), Envirovet Summer Institutes 2003-2004
Hoyer LL. NIH, $28,599, Molecular Biology of Candida 
albicans Estrogen Response
BO VIN E
Morin DE. Illinois D epartment o f  Agriculture (IDA)/Cattle, 
$19,600, Effect of IV Glucose on Phosphorus Homeosta­
sis in Dairy Cows.
EQ U IN E
Manohar M. U.S. D epartm ent o f  A griculture (USDA)/ 
Hatch, $20,170, Role of Regional Variations in Intrapleu­
ral Pressure in Inducing Exercise-Induced Pulmonary Hem­
orrhage (EIPH) in Racehorses
PO R C IN E
Goldberg T. USDA/ArI, $220,000, Influences of Immu­
nity and Viral Genetic Diversification on the Reproduc­
tive Performance of Swine Infected with PRRS Virus
Kuhlenschmidt MS. USDA/Animal Health & Disease 
(AH&D), $20,000, Efficacy of Porcine Milk Oligosaccha­
rides for the Prevention and Treatment of Rotavirus Diyase
Lichtensteiger CA. USDAJAH&D, $20,950, Mechanism 
of a Novel TPR-Like Virulence Gene in Salmonella
Maddox CW. USDAJAH&D, $19,205! Monitoring Sal­
monella in Swine: Comparing Antibiotic Resistance 
Integrons
Weigel RM. N ational Pork Board, $24^804, Role of Gilts 
in the Introduction and Transmission of Salmonella in 
Swine Production Systems
Zuckermann FA. IDA!Swine, $41,400, Role of Innate 
Cytokines on the Development of Immunity to Porcine 
Reproductive and Respiratory Syndrome Virus
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W hat’s new?______________
Send your news to Vet Report, U of I 
College of Veterinary Medicine, 3225 
VMBSB, 2001 South Lincoln Avenue, 
Urbana, IL61802; fax: 217/333-4628; 
email: editor@cvm.uiuc.edu.
Three College graduates recently accepted 
positions \Wh Banfield, The Pet Hospital, 
which has 20 hospitals in Illinois and more 
than 330 locations across the country.
Dr. Linda Stewart (’80) is practicing at 
Banfield’s Woodbury, Minn., hospital; Dr. 
Carrie Taylor (’98) in Darien, 111.; and Dr. 
Katie Aksamit (’03) in Orland Hills, 111.
Dr. Donald Monke
(’77), of Plain City,
Ohio, was recently 
promoted to vice 
president, production 
operations, at Select 
Sires, Inc. In this role 
he manages more than 80 employees as well 
as herd health and semen collection of more 
than 1,700 bulls. Dr. Monke has been with 
Select Sires for 26 years, most recently as vice 
president, sire health programs, where he was 
responsible for developing the company’s 
biosecurity program. He has been chairman 
of the Certified Semen Services board of di­
rectors for 10 years and currently is vice chair­
man of the National Association of Animal 
Breeders board of directors. He recently 
earned a m aster’s degree in business 
administration from Franklin University, 
Columbus, Ohio.
Dr. Karen (SwMec) Tobias (’85), small ani­
mal soft tissue surgeon in the Department 
of Small Animal Clinical Sciences at the 
University o f Tennessee College of Veteri­
nary Medicine, received tenure and full pro­
fessorship in July. She became president of 
the Society for Veterinary Soft Tissue Sur­
gery in June. Dr. Tobias and her husband 
have two children.
Dr. Peter Weinstein (’86) was installed in 
June as the president of the California Vet­
erinary Medical Association, the largest state 
veterinary medical association in the nation 
with more than 5,000 members.
Dr. Marge J. Piel (’90) attained diplomate 
status in the College of Laboratory Animal 
Medicine in July 2002. On July 1,2003, she 
accepted a position as assistant director of 
the Comparative Research Center (CRC) of 
Rush-Presbyterian-St. Luke’s Medical Cen­
ter. She also serves as coordinator of the 
CRC’s surgical research laboratory. Previ­
ously she was a member of the senior veteri­
nary staff at the University of Illinois at 
Chicago Biologic Resources Laboratory.
Dr. Deb Hickman (’98), veterinary medical 
officer at the Portland (Ore.) Veterans Af­
fairs Medical Center, recently achieved dip­
lomate status in the American College of 
Laboratory Animal Medicine. This required 
preparation of a manuscript, application, and 
a written and practical examination.
Dr. Kerensa N. Rechner (’99) was promoted 
to medical director of VCA Naper Ridge Ani­
mal Hospital in Naperville, 111., on July 25. ■
, — 
I n  M e m o r i a m
Dr. Manford Mansfield, former profes­
sor of veterinary Extension and research 
in agriculture and veterinary pathobi- 
ology at Dixon Springs, died July 22 in 
McCune, Kansas. He earned a DVM in 
1945 from Kansas State University and 
served the University of Illinois for 36 
years, retiring in 1984. His research on 
cattle pre-conditioning programs and 
slotted floor lamb rearing led to nation­
ally accepted production standards.
The University of Illinois Veterinary Medi­
cal Alumni Association presented awards on 
October 10, 2002, during the 83rd annual 
Fall Conference for Veterinarians. The pre­
sentations were made by alumni association 
president Dr. Eric Neumann (IL ’92). 
Dr. Georgianne Ludwig (IL ’93) took office 
as alumni association president after the pre­
sentations.
The Dr. Erwin Small Veterinary Achieve­
ment Award recognizes national 'or interna­
tional efforts on behalf of veterinary practice, 
service to mankind, or the advancement of 
human welfare. It was awarded to Dr. Linda 
Tollefson (IL ’80), deputy director of the 
Food and Drug Administration in the Cen­
ter for Veterinary Medicine and Assistant 
Surgeon General (Rear Admiral).
Dr. Tollefson is in charge of all public 
health programs, international activities, and 
projects under the National Food Safety Ini­
tiative. She has a long history of promoting 
public health in the areas of food borne dis­
ease, chemical contamination, surveillance, 
and risk assessment.
The Special Service Award for outstand­
ing service to the College and the veterinary 
profession went to D/ Dan Parmer (Auburn 
’50), administrator of the Cook County (111.) 
Department of Animal Control.
Dr. Parmer has also served in the U.S. 
Navy and U.S. Air Force Veterinary Corps 
and held positions in public health and pri­
vate practice. He has chaired the board of 
directors of the Illinois State Veteri­
nary Medical Association and served 
on committees of the American Vet­
erinary Medical Association and the 
Chicago VMA.
The Alumni Merit Award for 
outstanding accomplishments in the 
field of practice, contributions to the 
progress of veterinary medicine, and 
good citizenship and community 
service was given to Dr. Tom 
Champley (IL ’71), owner of Pines 
Meadow Veterinary Clinic in Or­
egon, 111. Dr. Champley has been 
involved in 4-H and other youth programs, 
the Ogle County Animal Control Depart­
ment, the mentoring program at the Col­
lege of Veterinary Medicine, and the Illinois 
State and Northern Illinois VMAs.
Dr. Jagjit (Jack) Brar (Punjab Agricul­
tural University ’63) Owner, Dorchester Ani­
mal Hospital, Chicago, 111., received the 
Service Award, which honors meritorious 
service to the veterinary profession by some­
one who is not an Illinois alumnus.
As chair of the veterinary technician con­
tinuing education committee of the Chicago 
VMA, Dr. Brar ^ instituted changes that 
brought in nationally known speakers and 
led to a dramatic increase in attendance. ■
From left, Drs.Tom Champley, Jagjit (Jack) Bran Dan Parmer Eric Neumann, and Herbert Whiteley, dean of 
the College ofVeterinary MedicineT
D r Linda Tollefson, shown at left with Dean Whiteley and 
D r Georgianne Ludwig, was unable to attend Fall Confer­
ence in 2002. She accepted her award at the alumni recep­
tion held during the American Veterinary Medical Association 
convention in Denver Colp., in July 2003.
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C la ss  of 1960 M eets
Dr. and Mrs. Donald Reeder hosted the 43rd 
consecutive annual reunion of the Class of 
1960 in Branson, Mo., in September. Sev­
enteen members and spouses “participated
in aquatic, musical, and cultural venues,” ac­
cording to Dr. Ronald Kolar. The class is 
discussing a visit to James Herriot s England 
for 2004.
Pictured above (from left) are Drs. Ray Matthews, Mel Geiger; Ray Husmann, Kermit Frailey, Don Reeder; 
Harley Schnowske, Ron Kolar; Nelly Lee, Ken Altera, Joe Mussolino, Bob Jackson, Phil Watson, Al Lewis, 
David Rash, Byford W ood, Charles Starling, and Harold Jarrjes.
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Warm Hearts for the Holidays 
with Vet Med Afghan
The Auxiliary to the IllinSis State Veterinary 
Medical Association is selliJig afghans that 
feature scenes from the College as a way to 
raise money for veterinary student scholar­
ships. To view the images and get details on 
ordering the afghan, v isit the Web at 
www. cvm .uiuc.edu/advancement/.
Illinois Vetnews
Sign up today for the Colleges new monthly 
electronic newsletter, Illinois Vetnews. Once 
a month you will receive useful information 
from the College, such as practice manage­
ment tips and client handouts from the Ex­
tension group, updates on student activities, 
and news from the teaching hospital.
To add your address to our list, 
please send a request by em ail to 
vetnews@cvm.uiuc.edu or call Beth Erwin 
at 217/333-2762.
G reat R easons to Jo in !
•  Automatic membership in the 
Veterinary Medicine Alumni 
Association
• Illinois Alumni magazine
• Online alumni directory
• Find-a-friend service
• Free lifetime Web-based e-mail
• Alumni group insurance program
• Alumni Career Center
• Explorers alumni travel program
• Campus recreation facilities 
at a reduced fee
browsing privileges
m  University of Illinois Alumni association
MEMBERSHIP APPLICATION
P E R S O N A L  I N F O R M A T I O N
N am e______________
Degree/Year __ __________________
Address __________________________
_______  E-mail Address _
Social Security Number_
City, State, Zip _________________________________________ _____________________
Home Phone _____________________________________  Fax Number___________
faf f S E L E C T  Y O U R  M E M B E R S H I P  O P T I O N  A N D  P A Y M E N T  M E T H C
Annual Membership
□  Single $45
□  Single, Recent Grad** $30
□  Single, Senior Alumni*** $30
Life Membership
□  Single $750
□  Single, Senior Alumni*** $375
□  Joint* $60
□  Joint, Recent Grad** $40
□  Joint, Senior Alumni*** $40
□  Joint* $1,000
□  Joint, Senior Alumni** $500
□  Check here if you would like information on other payment plans. 
Membership dues include $12 per year for a subscription to Illinois Alumni magazine.
Method of Payment
□  Check: Please make your check payable to 
the University of Illinois Alumni Association.
□  Credit Card: Please charge my:
□  MasterCard □  VISA □American Express □  Discover
Card Number________________________________ .
Expiration Date ___________________________________
Signature /___________________________ ___
If you have selected a joint membership, please provide the following for the joint member:
Joint Member Nam e___________________________________ n____________________ _________________
Social Security Number________________________________
Relationship to Member (optional)_________
Name on Diploma (if different from above) _
University of Illinois graduate? □  No □  Yes
Joint members are two persons living at the same address who receive one copy of each issue of the alumni magazine and Alumni 
Association, college and department mailings.
Currently enrolled as a University of Illinois student or earned a University of Illinois degree within the past three years.
' Must be age 65 or older or have graduated from the University of Illinois 40 or more years ago. In the case of joint r . m or>  I
memberships, one of the joint members must meet this criteria. \  \ U U Z 9  |
Decem ber
Illinois Swine Health and Management 
Conference, Springfield, III. See http:// 
www.cvm.uiuc.edu/ope/ishmc/.
January^
Alumni Reception at the North 
American Veterinary Conference,
1 Orlando, Fla. Call Beth  ^Erwin a t'? 17/ 
333-2762.
February
3-4 Illinois Pork Expo, Peoria, III. <£all Beth 
Erwin at 217/333-2762.
7 Holistic Medicine Club Seminar, Urbana,
III. Contact Judy Mewes at 2 17/333-2907 
or ope@cvm.uiuc.edu.
13-15 Illinois State Veterinary Medical
Association Anriual Meeting, Arlington 
Heights, III. Contact ISVMA at 630/892- 
2321 or isvma@aoLcom.
16 Western States Veterinary Conference
Alumni Reception, Las Vegas, Nev/Call 
Beth Erwin, 217/333-2762.
19-22 International Kennel Club Dog Show, 
Chicago, III. Call Beth Erwin, 2 17/333- 
2762.
Chicagoland Family Pet Show, Arlington 
Heights, III. Call Beth Erwin, 217/333- 
2907.
April
Veterinary Medicine OpenJHouse, 
Urbana, III. Call Chris Beuoy, 
217/353-2907.
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W elcom e, Freshmen!
Kicking off a three-day orientation session 
for members of the Class o f2007 was a wel­
come ceremony at which each new student 
received a blue laboratory coat to wear dur­
ing anatomy class. On hand were College 
Dean Herb W hiteley, faculty members, 
Illinois practitioners, the president of the II- 
lin<5^  State Veterinary Medical Association, 
and student representatives from the three 
continuing classes. Family and friends at­
tended the ceremony and a panel discussion 
on supporting students during the first year 
of the veterinary curriculum.
Over the following two days before classes 
began on August-27, the freshman class par­
ticipated in workshops, registered for courses, 
obtained IDs and parking passes, and cov­
ered other nitty-gritty aspects of veterinary 
college, such as financial aid.
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